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ture of St. Leger with Burgoyne, and so changed the course
of the whole subsequent campaign. Washington keenly and
warmly recognised this, and Congress passed a vote of thanks
to Colonel Gansevoort. Peter Gansevoort did other brilliant
service in the Revolutionary War, and in 1809, when the War
of 1812 was approaching, he was made brigadier general in
the United States army. He was sheriff of Albany County
from 1790 to 1792, and regent of the University of New York
from 1808 until his death in 1812.

Of his sons, Hon. Peter Gansevoort, who was born in Al-
bany in 1789, was long one of the most prominent and hon-
oured citizens of Albany. The elder son, General Herman
Gansevoort, from whom Melville received his name, lived at
Gansevoort, a village in the township of Northumberland,
Saratoga County, New York. In 1832-33, the brothers built
on the site of the birthplace of their father what is now the
Stanwix Hotel. As a boy, Melville spent most of his summers
as guest of the Gansevoorts, and in his novel Pierre y the child-
hood recollections of his hero are transparent autobiographical
references to his own early memories. "On the meadows
which sloped away from the shaded rear of the manorial man-
sion, far to the winding river, an Indian battle had been fought,
in the earlier days of the colony, and in that battle the great-
grandfather of Pierre, mortally wounded, had sat unhorsed
on his saddle in the grass, with his dying voice still cheering
his men in the fray. . . . Far beyond these plains, a day's
walk for Pierre, rose the storied heights, where in the Revo-
lutionary War his grandfather had for several months de-
fended a rude but all-important stockaded fort, against the re-
peated combined assaults of Indians, Tories and Regulars.
From behind that fort, the gentlemanly but murderous half-
breed, Brandt, had fled, but survived to dine with General
(Gansevoort) in the amiable times that followed that vindic-
tive war. All the associations of Saddle-Meadows were full
of pride to Pierre. The (Gansevoort) deeds by which their
estate had been so long held, bore the cyphers of three Indian
kings, the aboriginal and only conveyancers of those noble
woods and plains. Thus loftily, in the days of his circum-ots of the American Revolution.
